The Dating Game

As you may know, a good portion of the M2 class has found companionship and love… with each other.  Seeing that 10% of the class is dating amongst themselves, we decided to take a hard look at these relationships to find out what the benefits and drawbacks are in seeing a fellow medical student.  Are these couples destined to be more successful than those dating outside the class?  And which of these twosomes in particular have the healthiest relationship?  For the answers to these questions we approached the lovebirds themselves, hoping to draw some insight from their courtship and get the inside story.

The first couple that we analyzed was Chris Brodeur and Amanda Cully.  These two are the only pair to begin their romance pre-medical school, contrary to the popular belief that they commenced dating after class started.  So, the obvious question is, how did they get together?

“Well, it seemed to make perfect sense to me,” stated Chris.  “I mean, I’m not exactly a ‘go-getter.’  I average about 12 to 14 hours of sleep a night, and take 3 or 4 naps as well.  Some days I don’t even get out of bed.  In fact, the idea of ‘going to class’ just makes my stomach turn.  I prefer to remain less than fifty feet away from my pillow at all times.  So obviously, the thought of going to medical school really frightened me.  I had to think of a plan so that I could continue my hibernating state on my way to obtaining an M.D.”  

“And then along came Amanda.  I can’t begin to tell you how great a girl she is.  Her notes are always so organized, and her handwriting is very neat.  She is a relentless note taker, and such a big help come weeks seven and eight.  She can reel off one of my objectives for me in two, three hours.  I don’t know how I’d be able to skip class without her.”  

“Another thing about her that I love,” Chris continued.  “We could be sitting on the couch, maybe start making out a little bit.  Or we could be in the bed, where foreplay might be getting a little hot and heavy.  But no matter what, she always understands when I have to get up right away to check on my Fantasy teams.”

We looked to Amanda to see how she felt about the relationship.  “Actually, at first it was kind of creepy how he spent 2/3 of his waking hours staring at a computer screen, looking at these player statistics non-stop,” Amanda conceded.  “But after a while, it kind of got sexy.  You could say I developed a fetish for Fantasy sports.  How many hits did Craig Counsell get tonight?  Did Tiki Barber get a touchdown today?  How many points did the Atlanta defense give up?  Oh my God, I’m getting hot just thinking about it.”

Not to be outdone, another couple started dating soon after the class of 2004 began school.  Jake Kesterson and Julia Labarge hit it off almost immediately, and have been inseparable ever since.  Their story is somewhat different, though.

“Oh, I love Jake very much, yes,” says Julie.  “I was attracted to him right away.  How could I not be?  In class of guys that, well, leaves something to be desired, he definitely stood out over the rest.  You could call him a poor woman’s Fabio.  Or a Fabio with Down’s.  But regardless, he is the man of my dreams and we will always be together.”

Perhaps closer even then one might think.  “True, we spend a lot of time with each other,” explains Jake.  “But no matter how much we get to see each other, it just seems like never enough.  We’re never assigned to the same PBL lab, and then of course there’s the whole separate men’s’ and women’s’ bathroom thing.  That’s why we are really excited about this procedure we have scheduled for early 2002: a bi-ischial arthrodesis.  This way, we can actually be physically joined at the hip at all times.”

The fourth relationship involves two of the more morally questionable members of the class.  Jeff Mudrick and Megan Lear should not be looked to as an example of a “healthy,” or even “presentable” couple, but perhaps some points can be gleaned on how not to model your love life.  “One of the major plusses of dating a med student is the ability to practice and apply our newly attained knowledge,” Jeff explained.  “IPC is one class that I feel I have an edge over everyone else.  This past week has been invaluable to me in perfecting the breast and pelvic exams with hours and hours of interminable practice.”  

A slightly subdued and bleary-eyed Megan seemed to agree.  “Yes, I guess it has been somewhat of a benefit.   After the sexual dysfunction lecture, Jeff was an excellent candidate to perform the squeeze technique on.   And truthfully it’s starting to pay off with some dividends in our sex life.  It definitely had nowhere to go but up, no pun intended.”  

So we posed the question to Megan: Is marriage in the couple’s future plans?  “Oh, God no!” Megan exclaimed, laughing.  “Look at his last name!  Megan Mudrick?  Mud.  No, no, no, marriage would be quite out of the question.  Jeff is more of a sex toy for me, a physical plaything.”

So that would be the extent of the couples in the class of 2004.  Or so it would seem.  For our intense research has turned up a couple that have managed to keep their identity secret for over a year and a half.  Kept from public knowledge through painstakingly difficult deceit and deception, we have discovered a fifth relationship in the M2 class: Mark Balas and Christy Otis.  While this may come as a surprise, review of the details will offer confirmation. Christy often speaks of a “fiancée” in Virginia.  But how come he never comes around the med school social functions (i.e. Teratoma, hayride)?  And when Christy goes “out of town,” we have noticed Mark is also nowhere to be found.  So, armed with these newly recognized clues, we approached Christy and Mark for further questioning.  Christy, upon being confronted, laughed and denied the whole idea, and then quickly scurried off, mumbling about “studying.”  

But Balas, after some careful prodding, was more apt to share some details.  “Yes, it looks like the secret’s out, our ruse may be finally over,” Balas confided.  “However, although you may now know we are together, you will never fully understand our relationship.  Our partnership is built on a basis of communication, caring, and trust.  What we have is a Zen-like oneness, a physical and mental state of junctional plutonic being that few people ever experience.  For us, sex is not a mindless activity; it is an emotional exercise of displaying our endless love.  And so it may be finally disclosed- I am indeed Christy’s fiancée.”

There you have it; the story behind each of the M2 class couples.  But we could not leave well enough alone.  We were determined to ask which of these couples was the most successful, which were the healthiest?  After seemingly eternal research and analysis, a ranking system was developed to assess which of the M2 class couples was “the best.”

[image: image1.png]Megan Lear



[image: image2.png]ol liﬁl

Jeff Mudrick



[image: image3.png]Julia LaBarge



[image: image4.png]


The Couples
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The Categories

Likelihood of bearing 
offspring
0

0

0

8
          0

with suspicious resemblance

to Surya Rednam.

Public Display of Affection 

7

1

9

3
          0

Index (PDAI)

Degree of physical compatibility
8

1

7

5
          9

Degree of emotional compatibility
0

8

2

4
          9

Likelihood of celebrating 

9

0

0

0
          0

anniversary with nachos, 

Michelob and highlight tapes of    

Blues’1986 season.

Success in a couples 2 x 2  

4

9

9

2
          4

basketball tournament

If married, likelihood of living
0

0

0

0
        10

with beau’s parents, sleeping on

separate levels of bunk bed.

Total couples score


28

19

27

22
        32
